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In addition to the three events, EFC9 staff attended a hair show in Sacramento as guests of 

photographer Keif Savage.  The purpose was to promote awareness of healthier and safer hair 

care practices.  Cosmetologists in attendance were very receptive to using less toxic 

alternatives but were concerned of their effectiveness.   

 

Overall, during this grant period EFC9 held approximately 13 face-to-face meetings and 15 

conference calls with US EPA, nine conference calls with Jan Robinson, Executive Director, Black 

Women for Wellness and 10 calls with Regina Kimble, filmmaker.  EFC9 also covered the cost 

for Ms. Kimble to attend the Oakland launch and provide a full showing of her film. 

 

Finally, EFC9 developed a PowerPoint presentation to accompany the Guide.  The presentation 

is available for download on our website. 

 

 

TASK 8:  California Green Business Program Coordination  
 

Project Goal: To continue coordination and promotion of the California Green Business 

Programs so that they may be more effective in their efforts to encourage 

business to undertake source reduction, pollution prevention and energy 

conservation. 

 

EFC9 has been working with the Bay Area and California Green Business Programs since 2000 

and has acted as the Region IX Coordinator since 2003.  The primary focus of that effort was 

two-fold, 1) to work with new counties and states to help them develop 

their programs along Bay Area lines and 2) to help the California 

Green Business Counties develop a governance structure so that they 

could coordinate themselves and counties establishing new programs.   

Since that time, EFC9 has helped the California Programs develop 

their own bylaws and meeting guidelines and they have been running 

their own coordinated efforts for several years.  In addition, in 2009, 

DTSC has stepped up their support and provided staff to travel to 

counties starting new programs to support their efforts.  In short, our 

work has proven successful over the years, and the California program is thriving and growing. 

 

Due to this success, EFC9 staff attended the ABAG Bay Area Green Business Program meetings 

until early 2010 when it was determined that our logistical support was no longer necessary.  

EFC9 instead focused on assisting the Bay Area Green Business Program with the contentious 

issue of Green Business Certification for nail salons.  In general, the Bay Area Program is 

opposed to including nail salons in the certification program because of the standard use of 

numerous toxic products and the difficulty of tracking the new, chemical-based products that 

are constantly being developed for the industry. 

 

During 2009/10 EFC9 staff engaged in a California Healthy Nail Salon Collaborative-led effort to 

explore the possibility of developing a healthier nail salon recognition or certification program 
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in conjunction with the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and US EPA.  EFC9 

attended an interagency meeting at the DTSC offices on May 5, 2010 towards this end and 

participated in several conference calls and provided comments on the proposed checklists.  

The purpose of the certification program is to explore a method for encouraging nail salon 

owners to undertake source reduction, pollution prevention and energy conservation. 

 

At this time, the Bay Area Green Business Program is not interested in including nail salons in 

their program and DTSC has yet to move forward with certification of healthier nail salons.  

However, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors just passed the San Francisco Nail Salon 

Recognition Ordinance on October 20, 2010, which created the Healthy Nail Salon Recognition 

Program.  The Program is expected to provide a decal to salons that do not to use polish 

containing any of the “toxic trio” -- toluene, dibutyl phthalate and formaldehyde -- to put in 

their windows so customers know they are toxin free. 

 

EFC9 will continue to work with DTSC, US EPA, the Green Business Program and other 

stakeholders to help promote the concept of a healthier nail salon and work to develop a 

checklist that can be used to certify participating salons.  However, because our initial charge - 

“to coordinate the Green Business Program” – has been successfully completed, EFC9 is closing 

this project and it will not be included in future task plans.   

 

 

TASK 9: Studio Sector Technical Assistance  
 

 

Project Goal: To continue to promote environmentally favorable messages and 

behavior in movies and television shows to encourage consumers to 

choose green business products and services, and to encourage the 

industry to green their productions. 

 

This project, started in 2004/05 was included in the 2009/2010 Task Plan to continue efforts to 

help the film and television industry adopt environmentally responsible 

practices, policies and messages - if EFC9 was requested to do so.  

EFC9 has been slowly reducing efforts on this project over the years, 

relying largely on requests for assistance from the film and TV 

community.  In the 2009/2010 grant period there were no requests for 

support and so EFC9 reallocated the 5% allocated time to this task to 

Tribal Projects.  The Studio Sector Technical Assistance Program is now 

considered closed and will not be incorporated into future task plans.    

 




