

















T R ooy V| I i e A R R sy

The CDFI
All Tribes are at different stages of

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT /a economic development and some
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS FUND ; Tribal nations require additional

sources of assistance from the US

L

Government to achieve economic
independence. The Community
Development Financial Institution Fund (CDFI) was created by the US Secretary of Treasury to provide
underprivileged populations in the United State with access to credit, capital, and financial services. The
CDFl includes a Native Initiatives Program, which provides financial assistance, technical assistance, and
training to Native CDFIs and other Native entities proposing to become or create a Native CDFL.” (US
Dept of the Treasury)
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The CDFI fund has awarded “more than 175 grants totaling $31 million to Native CDFI’s serving almost
100 communities” since 2002. In 2008 there were 50 certified Native CDFI’s and another 60 preparing
for certification.” (US Dept of the Treasury)

In the next few years the CDFI is working to increase its presence in Indian Country and between the
years of 2009-2014, the CDFI priorities include:

To sustain and advance established Native CDFls,

To increase opportunities for Native CDFIs to access available capital,

To increase financial skills and opportunities in Native Communities,

To increase interagency coordination of Federal funding for Native CDFls, and
To update the Native American Lending Study of 2001.

Another major role that the CDFI fulfills is to help educate the populations it serves about the intricacies
of financial responsibility and how to create a strong business plan. According to the 2000 Census
“American Indians and Alaska Natives were less likely than the total population to be employed in
management, professional, and related occupations.” (Ogunwole) This was verified by Tribal members
interviewed for this report who stated that it is hard for them to find reliable Tribal accountants, MBA'’s,
and financial advisors to help them advance their economic agenda.

CONCLUSION

The Federal Government is increasing its investments in renewable energies. One tool is the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) which has dedicated $80 billion to clean energy. ARRA money is
being allocated to projects ranging from manufacturing and weatherization, to large-scale renewable
energy. Since Tribes currently possess approximately 10 percent of the nation’s renewable resources,
this places them in a unique position to capitalize on the growing interest in a renewable energy future
which can both alleviate Tribal poverty and help the United States reduce its dependence on fossil fuels.
However, how this clean energy development opportunity is realized will depend upon whether the
multiple stakeholders (including the United States Government) can address the systemic barriers that
prevent Tribes from achieving a healthy and independent economic future.
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APPENDIX A: TRIBES INCLUDED IN RESEARCH

Agua Caliente Tribal Council, California
Big Valley Rancheria, California
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, California
Elem Indian Colony of Pomo Indians Sulphur Bank Rancheria, California
Fort Bidwell Reservation, California
Guidiville Rancheria, California
Hoopa Valley Tribal Council, California
Hopland Reservation, California
Karuk Tribe of California, California
. La Jolla Band of Mission Indians, California
. Manzanita General Council, California
. Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians, California
. Middletown Rancheria, California
. Morongo Band, California
. Potter Valley Rancheria, California
. Ramona Band of Indians, California
. Redwood Valley Rancheria, California
. Robinson Rancheria, California
. Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians, California
. Sherwood Valley Rancheria, California
. Smith River Rancheria, California
. Viejas Band of Mission Indians, California
. Yurok Tribe, California
. Augustine Band of Mission Indians, California
. Skull Valley Goshute Reservation, Arizona
. Ak-Chin Indian Community, Arizona
. Fort Mohave Tribal Council, Arizona
. Hopi Tribal Council, Arizona
. Hualapai Tribal Council, Arizona
. Navajo Nation, Arizona
. Confederated Tribe of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Washington/Oregon
. Rosebud Sioux Tribe, South Dakota
. Shoshone North West Band of Indians, South Dakota

LN~ WNE

WWWWNNNNNNNNNNRPPRPRPRPPRPRRERRPRPP PR
WNPRPOWOVWKONNODUDNWNRPOOLOMNOODUDNWNEPRO

pg. 14




BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Biden, Joseph VP, “Progress Report: The Transformation to A Clean Energy Economy,”
www.whitehouse.gov. 15 December 2009.

2. Evans, William N & Topoleski, Julie H, The Social and Economic Impact of Native American Casinos.
August 7, 2002

3. Fonseca, Felicia, “Tribes Key in Renewable Energy Development,”

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/mar/23/report-Tribes-key-in-renewable-energy-

development/, March 23, 2010.

4. Green Energy News, “Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation to Build its First 100-MW Geothermal

Power Plant” http://www.green-energy-news.com, October 1, 2008 —Vol.13 No.28
5. Indian Energy and Economic Development, “Capital Investment, Helping Guarantee the Economic Future
of Indian Country,”
http://www.bia.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/text/idc-001933.pdf. 2008
Kubriac, Molly (Office of Indian Energy and Economic Affairs). Personal Interview. 09 July 2010.

National American Indian Housing Council, “Indian Housing Fact Sheet”, http://naihc.net/, n.d.
National Center for Education Statistics. Status and Trends in the Education of American Indians and
Alaska Natives. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2005/nativetrends/ind_8_2.asp.

10. Nelson, Tom (Navajo Utility Authority). Personal Interview. 18 June, 2010.

0 N

11. News for Natives, “For Some Indian Tribes, Casinos are a Bad Bargain,”
http://newsfornatives.com/blog/2008/04/06/for-some-indian-Tribes-casinos-are-a-bad-
bargain/. 4 June, 2008.

12. NIGA Indian Gaming Economic Report, 2008. http://www.indiangaming.org/info/pr/press-releases-
2009/NIGA 08 Econ Impact Report.pdf

13. North West Community Center, “Rosebud Sioux Tribe Wind Project, Todd County South Dakota”

14. http://nwcommunityenergy.org/wind/wind-case-studies/rosebud-sioux. Fall, 2003

15. Ogunwole, Stella U. We the People: American Indians and Alaska Native in the United States,
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/race/censr-28.pdf, Census 2000 Special
Report. Online. February 2006.

16. Quitquit, Irene (Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians). Personal interview, 2 June 2010

17. Shields, Hank (Smith River Rancheria) Personal Interview. 15 June, 2010.

18. Smith, Aaron. Chicago Climate Exchange to Shut Down Emissions Trading.
http://money.cnn.com/2010/11/17/news/economy/climate _exchange/.

19. US Dept of Energy. http://appsl.eere.energy.gov. n.d.

20. US Dept of the Treasury. “Community Development Financial Institution Fund”
http://www.cdfifund.gov/. n.d.

21. US Dept of Treasury. “Financing Native Leaders for Tomorrow (Native Initiatives Strategic Plan for 2009-
2014)”, http://www.cdfifund.gov/. 2009

22. US EPA, “Drinking Water Management”,
http://www.epa.gov/Tribalcompliance/drinkwater/dwdrinkdrill.html#compliance. October 16,
2008

pg. 15






